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		Some people think that hip-hop has been male-oriented and considered as the preserve of men from the start. The established culture of hip-hop created this phenomenon because 
the rappers were mostly men, who showed off their masculinity and exhibited women as symbols of their successes. Most of the mainstream rap lyrics are still dominated by the culture, and the culture is getting worse in a fact that it holds a lopsided view of hip-hop. However, there have been strong voices rising up against the male-dominated culture. Salt-N-Pepa and Queen Latifah, pioneers of female hip-hop, are female hip-hop artists that tried to fight against unjust reality and perceptions before gender. Their values of empowering and inspiring women are observed in the lyrics of their music.
Salt-N-Pepa, known as one of the most successful women group in hip-hop history, shattered perceptions about women through their music. Salt-N-Pepa was not afraid of the world’s bias and impact that their music would cause. One of their music that stresses the empowerment of women is “Ain't Nuthin' But a She Thing.” The first ladies in hip-hop, Salt-N-Pepa, released this album in 1991 and gained popularity in public. The source is significant in a fact that Salt-N-Pepa has been widely considered as one of the female hip-hop pioneers, and "Ain't Nuthin' But a She Thing" reflects their values of being women. A lot of factors that empower women to speak up and be treated equally with men are observed in “Ain't Nuthin' But a She Thing.” First of all, the theme or what Salt-N-Pepa is trying to convey through this rap music can be found its hook. The lyric saying, “It ain't nothin' but a she thing”[footnoteRef:1] is repeated four times in the hook, and it seems that Salt-N-Pepa starts off by declaring authority of women in the early part of the rap music. Salt-N-Pepa then speaks up that women are not inferior to men that they have dreams and ambitions by saying, “But when it’s time to get rough, I’m rough enough. Ain’t afraid to show how I feel deep compassionate, but don’t underestimate me. I am intelligent, wise, complicated being with an instinct to dream and believe in the dream.”1 Furthermore, the social oppressions and discriminations that women experienced over men are found in the middle part of lyrics. Salt-N-Pepa criticizes gender discrimination in the workplace and stereotypes women. The part of rap music saying, “Go to work and get paid less than a man when I am doin’ the same damn thing that he can”1 indicates that unfair pay difference between genders exists and how they were treated in society. Salt-N-Pepa further raps about prejudices on women in society that the entire society cannot stand to see women do well by saying, “When I am aggressive then I am a bitch and when I got attitude you call me a witch.”1 Later in "Ain't Nuthin' But a She Thing", Salt-N-Pepa encourages women, especially single mothers who could be considered as the weakest in society, to “lay the foundation and keep heads up”1 and inspirits them by calling them as “a genuine feminine female thang.”1 [1:  Salt-N-Pepa, “Ain’t Nuthin’ But a She Thing,” track 1 on Ain’t Nuthin’ But a She Thing, 1995, Herb Powers] 

	Salt-N-Pepa continued to speak up for empowering women through their music, and “None of Your Business,” which was released in 1994, served as one of their weapons in an attempt to promote women’s rights. “None of Your Business” stressed independence of women by telling men that it is not men’s business no matter what women do. Salt-N-Pepa further argued for equality of gender by rapping, “I treat a man like he treats me.”[footnoteRef:2] Compared to many rap music today that portrays women as sex objects and demeans women, “None of Your Business” portrayed women as highly influential to men. The verse saying, “Now you, shouldn’t even get into who I’m giving skins to. It is none of your business, so don’t try to change my mind. I’ll tell you one more time. It is none of your business,”2 implies a reversal of gender roles in sexual relationship where women are usually portrayed as sex objects by men. Besides, Salt-N-Pepa used words “double standards”2 to criticize men who expect women to behave based on their standards and rapped, “How many rules am I to break before you understand that your double standards don’t mean shit to me.”2  [2: 1 Salt-N-Pepa, “Ain’t Nuthin’ But a She Thing,” track 1 on Ain’t Nuthin’ But a She Thing, 1995, Herb Powers
 Salt-N-Pepa, “None of Your Business,” track 5 on Very Necessary, 1993, Next Plateau] 

	Similar to “Ain't Nuthin' But a She Thing” and “None of Your Business” by Salt-N-Pepa, Queen Latifah’s “U.N.I.T.Y” is another rap music that speaks out against men who look down on women in society. Through “U.N.I.T.Y,” Queen Latifah addressed issues that women experienced at that time such as sexual harassment on streets and domestic violence and came up with a strong voice that criticize those actions. Queen Latifah starts off her rap by saying, “Every time I hear a brother call a girl a bitch or a ho trying to make a sister feel low, you know all of that gots to go.”[footnoteRef:3] Queen Latifah here claims that there are men who disrespect women fantasizing about patriarchal society, and it has to end. Queen Latifah then goes on sharing her experience of street harassment where a guy touched her butt while she was walking down the street. However, she was not daunted by the group of men around her, but fought against them. In “U.N.I.T.Y,” she rapped, “I turned around red, somebody was catching the wrath, then the little one said, ‘Yeah me, bitch,’ and laughed. Since he was with his boys, he tried to break fly. Huh, I punched him dead in the eye and said, ‘Who you calling a bitch?’”3 “U.N.I.T.Y” sets an example of how women should fight against disrespects over them. Furthermore, “U.N.I.T.Y” deals with the subject of domestic violence. The verse saying, “But I don’t want my kids to see me getting beat down by daddy smacking mommy all around. You say I am nothing without ya, but I’m nothing with,”3 shows how exposed women are to domestic violence. “U.N.I.T.Y” implies that some women endure the suffering remaining silence because they are afraid that they would be nothing without their husbands because they are financially incompetent. Through “U.N.I.T.Y,” Queen Latifah suggests women to change the way of viewing things and delivers a message that women are greater than they think.  [3:  Queen Latifah, "U.N.I.T.Y," track 12 on Black Reign, 1993, Skyline Studio, Giant Studio, & Unique Studio, NYC] 

	In conclusion, many attempts to achieve gender equality are observed in those analyzed hip-hop music. A lot of people today use the social media hashtag “#Girlscandoanything” to empower women and prove that women are capable of things that most people think they cannot do. It seems that the hashtag is an expansion of the message that Salt-N-Pepa and Queen Latifah tried to deliver. What Salt-N-Pea and Queen Latifah tried to say through their music was that women are not inferior to men, and the lyrics supported their values. However, many male rappers may hold objectionable view towards it by arguing that competent women do not complain about gender equality, and the inferiority complex and incompetence are what make women to think that gender discrimination exists. The gender issues in hip-hop scene would remain controversial and will not easily be solved. 
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